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This walking field trip guide is meant to share information about the local
landmarks and buildings around downtown Fort Collins. It can be used to visit
all locations or select ones that fit within the timeline of the field trip.
One location that provides a great perspective of downtown Fort Collins is to
use the top of the parking garage on Mountain and Riverside. Looking out
over downtown, the location of the river, tops of the Fire House, Linden Hotel,
ghost signs, and Ranch Way Feed (location of Auntie Stone’s first mill) is
noticeable and provides a bird’s eye view which can be pointed out to
students.
Other tips for the walking field trip are to use the Opera Galleria to eat lunch
with inclement weather, store lunch bins underneath staircases, and bathrooms
may be used with a key from the businesses. Other public bathrooms are
located within the Larimer County Building on the corner of 200 W. Oak and
Mountain Ave; the FC Bus Transfort Bus Center 250 N. Mason; the Poudre River
Main Public Library 301 E Olive St; and in emergency situations you may use the
local businesses.

The City of Fort Collins Logo

The city of Fort Collins has a logo which represents the city. The logo helps
people remember important things about our city and is a symbol for many
different departments and government organizations. Be on the lookout for it
during the tour!
The logo has changed since the first one was designed in mid-1978. The
original logo had incorporated geese and Horsetooth Mountain because of
the water storage and geese that make their home in Fort Collins.
Today, the logo includes a picture of Horsetooth Mountain in brown to
represent the foothills located close to our community. Horsetooth Mountain is
important because it is near the reservoir which provides water storage and
recreation. It is an important landmark and is visible from all around Fort Collins.
The blue line represents the Poudre River. It also is important because Camp
Collins originally was located along the river near the town of LaPorte. The
water travels through the northern part of Fort Collins and is close to downtown.
The second location of Camp Collins that eventually became our city. Many
people enjoy different activities such as fishing, kayaking, having picnics, hiking,
or biking near the river.
The logo was registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. The symbol
is copyrighted with the U.S. government.

The Avery House

Franklin Avery planned the streets in downtown Fort Collins in 1873 to be wide
enough to allow a horse and cart to make a full turn. He also changed the
direction of the streets to run North, South, East, and West, instead of parallel to
the river like originally had been planned.
In 1879, he and his wife Sara built a family home on the corner of Mountain
Avenue and Meldrum Street where they raised their four children. It was made
of sandstone from local quarries and had high peaks in the shape of “A’s.” The
home originally cost $3,000 dollars to build. Over the years Franklin Avery
added onto the home.
Members of the family lived in the residence until 1962. In 1974 the City of Fort
Collins purchased the home for $79,000. The house, gazebo, fountain, and
carriage are now a historical landmark. It was the first structure in the city to be
placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The Avery Bank

Mr. Franklin Avery founded First National Bank located on the corner of
Mountain and College Avenues. It now is a business called The Kitchen
Restaurant and former Beau Jo’s Pizza. The vault can
be seen in the restaurant through the windows. Along
with the roads, he was instrumental in developing
water projects that enabled agriculture to flourish in
northern Colorado. Some of the architectural
features of the building include a stone lion and the
stone shape at the top similar to the letter “A.” The
Stone Lion Book store was housed in the building
before it changed to the restaurants. Why was it
shaped like an “A?” (Also read about Avery’s Home).

Ghost Signs

“Ghost Signs” are the faded historical advertising signs painted on the brick
walls of old buildings. The Coca-Cola/Angell's Delicatessen Sign was painted in
1958 by local sign painter Dan Brown, who received $400 from Coca-Cola. At
the time the sign was painted, the tenants of the J.L. Hohnstein Block were
Mary B. and Jess Angell, who operated a deli at this location through the 1960s.
As was common practice, the Coca-Cola Company agreed to paint the name
of their business, Angell's Delicatessen, in the sign in exchange for the "privilege"
of advertising their product on the building's wall.
Painted signs were a common site in Fort Collins in the early 20th century, but
very few survive today. Billboards and electric signs began to replace painted
signs after WWII. Regulations, such as the one passed by the Fort Collins City
Council in 1971, severely restricted the size and location of new signs and
forced some shop owners to paint over existing ones. There still about 10 visible
ghost signs on brick walls and alleyways. To spot them you often have to look
up!
The J.L. Honstein Block is the current home to CooperSmith’s Pub & Brewing
constructed in the late 1880s. It also housed a bakery and grocery out of it for
a number of years after 1891.

Mitchell Block
The Mitchell Block is a four-story,
corporate office for a local charitable
organization with retail space on the
main level. The design of this building
was meant to fit into the historic
architecture of Old Town Fort Collins. It
was constructed in 2010.
The building is named for Eugene
“Gene” Mitchell, a Fort Collins attorney
and developer. He had a vision of rebirth of the Old Town area, and partnered
with other owners of downtown buildings to develop a car-free plaza along
Linden Street. The project broke ground in later 1983 and was completed by
May 1985. The area is the very popular focal point for the redevelopment of
Old Town, with a variety of shops, restaurants, and bars.
The Old Town Square was redesigned and completed in fall of 2015. It now has
fountains, areas for outdoor seating, and a stage moved to the Linden and
Walnut intersection.

Jazz Alley

The mural located to the west of the Mitchell Building in a narrow alley, was
painted by local artist Terry McNerney. It has an eclectic mix of famous
individuals and local members of the community. It was meant to celebrate
music, art, and community supported by the Bohemian Foundation. Look for
Colonial Collins and take note of the painted pianos for Art in Action around
downtown. (This alley also provides a cut through to Walnut St. from Mountain
Ave.)

Miller Block and Two Story Outhouse
(Back of Miller Block)

Look at the top of
the buildings around Old
Town Square for the names of buildings
and the years that they were built in Fort
Collins. The Miller building was built by
a Danish immigrant, Frank Miller Sr. who
moved from Black Hawk in 1882. It
was constructed of red sandstone
from the area and features white
sandstone trim. There is decorative iron work
across the roofline for the widow’s walk. This was very
typical of buildings from this period but much of the metal was
removed during World War I to support manufacturing for the war effort.
Luckily, this iron work survived, but on other buildings you can see
that its missing.
The building was designed to house Miller’s Liquor Business and dry
goods store called The Fair Store which served the community for
52 years. Miller’s Liquor Business disappeared when the town went
dry 1896. On the backside of the building is the location of the two
story outhouse, eventually torn down in 1948, but the door remains.
Frank Miller, Jr. used the basement to practice his shooting and eventually
joined Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show as a sharp shooter. He traveled around and
eventually bought the stagecoach from the show that is now housed at the
Discovery Museum. Frank, Jr. also had a ranch outside of Fort Collins with wild
animals that he tamed. He had a pet bear that he would drive around
downtown Fort Collins with in his car.

Linden Hotel

Abner Loomis and Charles Andrews built this structure in the fall of 1882. It first
housed the Poudre Valley Bank and had a time-lock burglar-proof steel vault to
keep funds safe and sound. The angle of the door onto Walnut Street was to
give the teller’s a wider angle of view to help prevent robberies, or allow teller
to see which way robbers ran away. It also formerly had a pole in the middle of
doorway to prevent a robber from riding a horse into the bank.
The building later became the Linden Hotel, and housed both visitors and longterm residents. A local artistic legend and Wild West showman Frank Miller, Jr.
(born and raised in Ft. Collins and his dad owned the Miller Block) stayed in the
hotel and one of his paintings is visible inside the back of the retail space on the
first floor.
This building and the Firehouse became the inspiration for the creation of Main
Street in Disneyland. Harper Goff, a native of Fort Collins, was employed at
Disneyland while the theme park was getting underway. He showed
photographs of the turn of the century buildings from his hometown to Walt
Disney. Mr. Disney was intrigued and as a result the Linden Hotel and other
buildings were replicated for the delight of tourists at Disneyland.
Today you can go inside to Nature’s Own and purchase unusual rocks and
gems. The original sidewalks are also outside of the store from the quarry
underneath Horsetooth Reservoir.

Original City Hall & Firehouse

The cries “Fire, fire” brought fear to
citizens of early Fort Collins, a town with mostly wooden building and no water
systems. A volunteer fire company was organized May 21, 1880. The
company’s name was known as “Collins Hook and Ladder Company.” The
town’s first firehouse opened in July, 1882. The town then installed fire hydrants,
fire pressure, and effective ways to fight fires were established in 1883.
The building is now the location of Old Firehouse
Books and the Tea House. The original concrete
floors, location of where the horses were kept
(children’s section), spiral staircase (outside), and
fire pole (in tea house) are still there. The spiral
staircase kept horses from going upstairs where
the firefighters slept.
This unique building was built with a decorative
fire bell tower. A 1,900 pound stationary bell was
placed in the tower (now located in Grandview
Cemetery near the Firefighter monument). City
offices were on the second floor. A concrete jail
was added at the rear of the building and the
window bars are still in place. If you go around back, you can see the bars
between the Firehouse Books and tea shop. Check out the bars, you actually
can see a cut along one of the bars in two spots. Was this a person trying to
break out of jail or a jail break?
The Firehouse and Linden Hotel were used as inspiration for Walt Disney and the
great architectural design provided the structure for some of the buildings in
Disneyland.

Silver Grill

The Silver Grill started as the Uneeda Lunch Café in 1912 and was purchased for
$140. It changed the name when a hungry out-of-work sign painter suggested
a new name, painted it onto the window in exchange for a pork chop lunch.
The Silver Grill has expanded and remodeled other projects in the different
buildings surrounding it to help grow the restaurant. The other buildings used to
house different businesses that included cafés, bakery, shoe repair, bicycle
repair, wall paper and paints, real estate offices, barber shops, financial
services, cigar shop, and other services.
The inmates that were kept in the jail, would
often be brought to lunch in the underground
tunnels in Fort Collins to the café. They would
be chained to the bar at the lunch counter,
that is still visible in the Silver Grill. Look up and
around the building as there are still ghost
signs around.

Jefferson Street Train Station
& Mason Street Station
If you stand at the entrance of Starbucks,
you can look north down Pine Street and
see the Jefferson Street Train Station, which
is the location of restaurant Rodizio Grill.
This was one of two train stations in Fort
Collins. This railway brought the Union
Pacific to Fort Collins. A row of homes and
a beautiful hotel located along Jefferson
Street were sold, moved, or raised to allow
for the station to be placed in its current
location. The arrival of the railroad in 1877
ended the isolation of the town. The second train station location is the current
Downtown Transit Center for Transfort. The structure allowed the Colorado and
Southern Freight Depot on Mason street to connect to other towns and cities.
Annie the Railroad dog became the
unofficial mascot at the current
Mason Street Station during the
Great Depression. At the time it was
the Colorado & Southern Passenger
Depot. She greeted passengers
and was adopted by the railroad
men. Annie’s grave site is a
historical landmark, located near
the Mason Street Station.
Information is also located in Library
Park about the dog.

Northern Hotel

The Northern Hotel is one of the most iconic buildings in downtown Fort Collins
since its construction in 1873. The hotel originally accommodated early
travelers into the community. It has also served many important visitors such as
Franklin D. Roosevelt (32nd president), John Wayne (film actor), Olivia
DeHaveland (film actress), and Vincent Prince (film actor). Being a luxury hotel,
it was adorned with an incredible indoor dome that provided natural light into
the dining room. There had been many lavish parties, entertaining dinners, and
galas for many decades. After World War II the hotel slowly changed as the
number of passengers and train traffic declined.
Fort Collins was a dry community from 1896 until 1969. There was a restaurant
owned by Ace Gillett located in the Northern Hotel. There also were
underground tunnels underneath Fort Collins, where the assumption was they
led to and from the hotel.
In 1975 a fire occurred on the upper two floors. There was minimal damage to
the main level. It received a facelift in 1975 to introduce continuous row of
arches on the College street front and blank brick façade to the Walnut Street
Façade.
The location currently houses retail space on the first floor and senior citizen
housing upstairs.

Birney Car 21

Between 1900 and 1910, an agricultural
boom caused Fort Collins’ population to
increase by almost 200%. In that first decade of the 20th century, the town
purchased land for a large city park, built its first high school, built a sugar beet
processing factory, and saw the lamb feeding industry become a key part of
the area’s farming industry. In 1907 the Denver and Interurban (D&I) Railway
Corporation constructed a streetcar system for Fort Collins to accommodate
the growing community. The troelly served as public transportation for 44 years.
In its heyday, the trolley car was commonly used for residents to go grocery
shop or get to school. It cost a nickel to ride, and some children would ride the
car all day to different locations the trolley car would take them all around Fort
Collins.
The trolley cars declined after Americans deserted public transportation for
their private automobiles. Birney Cars made its last public runs on June 30,
1951. All but Car 21 were sold.
In 1977, the Fort Collins Municipal Railway Society was created to restore Car 21
to running order and re-lay traces and overhead wire on West Mountain
Avenue. The trolley car runs on weekend and holiday afternoons from May
through September as a lovely reminder of Fort Collins’ past.

Grandview Cemetery
Grandview Cemetery located at the end of Mountain Avenue and one-and-ahalf-mile west of the city was established in 1887. It has many of the town’s
founders and notable residents. The gravesites provide history and reminders of
the importance of the lives for those individuals still living. On the different
gravestones you may notice Family Groups, Birth
Years, Organizations, Personal Interests, Birth
Year/Death Year, Veterans of War and Branch,
Unique Shapes, Sculptures, Art Work, Bible Verses,
Poems, and Seasonal Decorations.

Colorado State University
Colorado Agriculture College was established in 1870 when it secured the landgrant college established by Abraham Lincoln. The college had its first
graduates in 1879. The university helped establish the community and allowed
for it to expand. It brought jobs, influenced the growth and development, and
brought diversity to the community. It has changed names over the years to
Colorado A&M and is now Colorado State University.

St. Peter’s Fly Shop
Currently the home to St. Pete’s Fly Shop, the building is a beautiful sandstone
structure built in 1885. The first owner was a stone mason. The carriage house
was added by C.B. Andrews. The home had several owners and Peter J.
McHugh and Jessie Harris were mayors to the home too. McHugh, also a
doctor, converted the carriage house into the first hospital.

Auntie Stone’s Cabin &
Antoine Janis’ Cabin at Library Park
Elizabeth “Auntie Stone” was the first Euro-American woman settler of Camp
Collins and moved here in 1864. She was 62 years old and her contributions to
the community of Fort Collins are still evident today. She had a two-story cabin
where she started boarding army officers. She was dubbed “Auntie Stone” by
the soldiers and officers. Her cabin soon became a mess hall and later the first
school, with Elizabeth Parke Keays as the first teacher. She was Auntie Stone’s
niece.
When the camp closed, Auntie Stone stayed in
the new community and operated the city’s first
hotel. She started the production of the flour
powered mill and brick kiln with Henry Clay
Peterson. The bricks helped build several
structures in town. The mill was located near
where the current Ranchway Feeds is located.
Some of the bricks are still visible on the Kissock
Block on Mountain Avenue across the street
from the Avery Building.
Auntie Stone died in 1895, at the age of 94
years. She was buried at Grandview Cemetery.
On the day of her funeral the firehouse bell
tolled 94 times for each year of her life. Her
headstone lists only her name “Auntie Stone,”
because of her contributions to the community.
Auntie Stone’s cabin is part of the Heritage
Courtyard in Library Park supported by the Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.
Another cabin located in the park was the
home of Antoine Janis. He settled into the
area in 1844 near the town of LaPorte. He
worked as a farmer, trader, and interpreter.
He had married a member of the Oglala
Lakota tribe, and when the government
forced her to move, he also joined her on
the Pine Ridge Reservation in 1878.

