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Background



Background

Mobile phones are perhaps the 
most divisive technology to 
enter the classroom in the last 
25 years.



Background

When they first appeared in 
the classroom in the 1990s, 
they were perceived by 
teachers as classroom 
disruptors and banned by 
schools. 



Background

In the ensuing decades, mobile 
phones have evolved and today can 
perform most of the tasks performed 
by a desktop computerτfrom 
anywhere.



Background

UNESCO (2012)  asserted that mobile 
devicesτbecause of their ubiquity and 
portabilityτwere positioned to 
influence teaching and learning in a 
way personal computers never did (p. 
14).



Background

Å90% of American adults own a mobile phone (Pew Internet Research, 
2014) 

ÅAlmost two-thirds are now smartphone owners (Lenhart, 2015)

Å78% of teens own a mobile phone (Madden, Lenhart, Duggan, Cortesi
& Gasser, 2013)

ÅNearly three-quarters have or have access to a smartphone (Lenhart, 
2015)



Background

Access to mobile phones provides teachers 
and students with the opportunity to take 
advantage of the benefits of mobile learning 
(M-learning).



Background

For example, the ability to engagein meaningful learning opportunities 
from anywhere(Traxler, 2009). 



Background

Other benefits of m-learning provided by mobile phones and other 
mobile devices are their ability to 

Åallow teachers to personalize instruction (Steel, 2012), 

Åcollaborate (Corbeil& Valdes-Corbeil, 2007), 

Ådifferentiate instruction (Kukulska-Hulme, 2007), 

Åand give students the opportunity to self-regulate learning (Sha, Looi, 
Chen, & Zhang, 2012). 



Background

Mobile phones have also been linked 
to a number of instructional 
applications such as 

Åassessment 

Åresearch 

Åadministrative tasks and data 
collection (Engel & Green, 2011).



Methodology



Participants

ÅHigh school students 

ÅUrban district 

ÅMidwest region of the 
United States 

ÅN = 628
ÅAll attended high 

schools (N = 10) that 
had completed the first 
year of a mobile phone 
integration initiative. 


